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The Socicty had its first anniversary on 3rd
May 1975. On that dote 12 months ago 24 of the 31 people approached decided

to form a '"McPhee! Clan Socicty in Australia, lMembership now stands at 89 -
satisfyingly close to my original estimate of 100 members by the 9nd of the_
first year, From my point of view it has been & hectic, interesting, cccasion-
ally frustrating, but generally heartening yeor, and contrary to some gfeo called
cxpert opinions we wont be a twelve month wonder that faodes away.through lack
of support from its members, I have met many'cousins! and certainly made -
fricndships’ that will last, I am sorry, though, that'we have not seen any State
bodies form, even if only for one get together a yeor, for I anm sure that there
is wuch to be gained from contact with fellow members. Membership statistics

Our First Anniversory

e lio contacted Financial
State. re menbership Members
WA 12 2
SA 2 2
VIC 25 18
TAS 4 Nil
NSW 79 42
QD 33 24
ACT & NT _1 (4cT) 1
156 89

The number contacted being those efficially centacted by the Society - I know
nmany more have been spoken to by members but without success.

The Coming Year T can look forward to the coming year with a lot
of enthusiasm (and none of the apprehension I had this time last ycar) as
things are begining to mave in Clan affairs both here in Australia and overscas.
Items for your attention are :

(1) First Official Dinncr of the Socicty is tentatively scheduled
for Friday 25th July next. It will be held in llelbourne -
negotiations for a venue arc still going on - and all menbers
and prospective members will be welcome. Any inter-State
visitors who may be able to attond please contact me in early
July for details. Victorian members will be forwarded o
separate notice re the dinner by the end of June,

(2) Constitution. A draft constitution has been sent to 8 members
Tor checking prior to distribution to members for final approval.

(3) lMecmbership numbers can surely be doubled during the coming year
but it will require holp from all members to achieve this as the
Society is not yet in a financial position vhich will permit a
blanket mailing of invitetions-to-join to all 'McPhees' in the
phone book. ©So what about prodding those friends, rclatives
aﬁd mcmbeis of your fimily i»to joining? If you know anyo;e
who is intcrested let me have their name and a o}
and I'11 fellow it up. AR e
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(4) Subseriptions for 1975 arc overdue - Have gou paid yet ?  Its
8till only $2. per member, Actually response has been quite good
and my many thanks to these who have paid - I hope I can thank
the rest of you ncxt Newsbulletin,

Sale of Colonsay. Nothing to report on the sale of Colonsay at this
stage. A great suggestion has come from Malcoln Innes of Edingight W S who is
Lyon Clerk and Keeper of the Records at the Court of the Lord Lyon. He suggested
that vhen o enle is eventually made a joint appronch be made by the various
'MePhee! Clan Societies to purchase a small aren of ground on Colonany which
could be developed as a Clan Gathering Ground - our own picce of our lomeland as
it were. ULf Macfie Hagnon of Sweden went further by suggesting that the ground
night be acquired et the old 'McPhee'! burial ground Phairc na h' Eagleis, These
suggestions are being looked at and more will be heard later I'm surc,

THE SWZDISH STORY

ULf Mecfie Hagmen of Pianovagen 22, Uddevella, Sweden is secretary of
The Family Society Thorburn-liacfie which consists of descendants of Willian
Thorburn and Jessy Macfie, The following is Ulf's story -

Williem Thorburn wes born at Leith on 12th September 1780, his fathor
was & merchant conducting a tee wholescling business and William worked in the
fanily firm. He merried Jessy Macfic (born Greenock 1st September 1790) at
Langhouse Inverkip on 3rd August 1813, During one of William's busincss trips to
Sweden end Nomway he had seen the cstate 'Kzsen' near Uddevalla in Sweden. Vhen ™
he heard it was for sale in 1822 he wrote from Scotland stating he was prepared
to poy e barrel of gold for it - thic was cquivelent to 353 1lbs of pure silver,
Approximately six months later he wes notificd that his bid had been successful,
so in July 1823 he sct out across the North Sca in the brig 'Integrity' with his
wife and 5 children; they arrived on 10th July.

In 1838 their daughter Jessic married her first cousin, William Andrew
Mecfic, who she had met during a visit to Scotland. They lived initially in
Scotlend, but moved to Sweden in 1845 and purchased an estnte 'Anfasterod! close
to Uddevalla, Ulf is their great great grandson.

To-doy there ore fow members with lMacfie surnames left as over the
years deughters predominated in the various Macfie fomilies. As for as Ul lmows
there are no other fomilies established in Sweden with surneme spellings accept-
ablc to our Clen - and no 6ther Thorburn families either for that matter. Dvery
third year the Society has a fanmily gathering on the first Seturdey in July -
next one is due in 1977. At the gathering last year 103 members from 2 months
to 86 ycars attended. The Society has been producing a quitc impressive annual
Newsbulletin for the past 37 years. I have 4 of the more rccent copies - of
course they're written in Swedish and I cant rcad them (ULf writes to me in >
English thenk goodness), however, if any Swedish scholars amongst our members v
would like to rcad them I'ld be happy to lend them. Perhaps I might even lecrn
vhat they say then.

ULf has visited Colonsay twice, The last time there he took steps to
repair the 'icPhee! Standing Stonc in the o0ld burial ground which had been
knocked over by cattle and broken. He hopes to vicit Colonszy again in the
sunmer of '76.

News from Canada. lrs Barbara MacPhee, Box53, Raymond, Alberta hac
been appointed Cenadien Clan Historien. - Robert MacPhee, 2915 Thomas St,
Nenaimo, BC, is the President of the newly formed MacPhece Clan Society of
British Columbia. - The Clan liacPhee of Alborta will be holding their Third
4Annuzl lecting at Chateau Lacombe in Edmonton on 27th September next, storting
at 12 noon; any starters contact Angus lincPhee, 12410-75th St, Edmonton,

Alberta T5B 2C2 Canada. Phone 477-3197. - The Canadian Clan Societics are
noving to appoint a SENESCILLL as custodian of the Clan pending the appointment

or clection of a Clan Chief., We acre looking ot this aspcet and it is anticip-
ated that provision for a Scncschal in Australin will be included in our
constitution. The final aim, of course, is for the various Societies to elect

an International Senechal as titular hecad of the Clan, - There are cer*res of
quite large 'McPhec! population in Canade end .. prescnt they appear to be
concentrating on ectabliching Clan Societics in these centres without making any
definite moves towards a National body ". From the correspondence
I have been rcceiving from these Societics they are vell esteblished and go-
ahead organisations,
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Dr E. D. MacPhee's Clon Bistory. MWy thanks to t v who update
y the information enclosud with the last Newwbnlletin re family histories. ‘Lue
' corrections and sone new content have been forvarded to Earle .!‘or inclusion in
£ Volume VIII., Thanks herc arc especially duc to our two Hictoriens Morgarct Pheo

ond Norah McPhee who have put in a lot of time =nd effort on rcsagrch work at the
y library of the Australian Genealogical Sccicty and The Mitchell Library in Sydney.
I hope to include some of the rcsults of their work in the ncxt Newsbulletin.

lar inflationary problems in Cannda to those

Enrle is experiencing simi
ition regarding the reprinting

we are trying to cope with here. The current pos
of his history is @

i Vol VI (old Vol ¥ & IIT) on scle ot €25.50

' Vol VII (01d Vol II) shortly to be on sale at(expected) €23.0C

r

P

Vol VIII (o0ld Vol IV & V) yet to be printed - hoped for price
approx C$5.50

* I cxpect to receive some copics of Vols VI and VII shortly, end will have an
Anstrelian price aveilsble in the next Newsbulletin,

‘ General Notes. There's a good chance that we will be represented at
the Americon Gathering of the Clons and Highland Gones at Grendfather lMountain

] in North Carolina in July. Socicty Treasurer A.L."Sandy" McPhee, wife Norch

4 (one of our Historions) and daughter Sally are planning to attend.

i Garle's grand daughter Secn is et present on & working holiday in New

P © Zealand with another Canadiocn 1oss end they intend visiting Australia later this

«  ycar when I hope we will be eble to errenge for her to meet some of the Australian
Clen members.

New South Walcs Vice-President Colin Macfie lef% for = 3 nmonth business
trip to Americe in late March. Needless to say he had numerous MacDuffec Clan
addrecnes for contacts over there.

b I tried to catch up with Petecr licFhee Australia's professional foot
4 running chempion - by meil to Stawell at Baster time - but no rcply.

Nemes and addrceses of & further 7 new nembers follow. Ian McPhee will
thus be our lact Foundation lember - A full list of Foundotion Members will be
produced and circulated in due coursc.

" Printing of this Newsbulletin is still proving a problem. If any

1‘ lfelbourne mecbers can arrange for stensils to be run off 2t their Office their

. help would be appreciated. I can type the stensils (though by the looks of this
Newsbulletin I'm a bit too heavy handed) and the Society paye for paper ete, its
complementary usc of a duplicator that would assist most.

aw

Neil, one of our lMclbournc nerbers, made photetating facilities
aveilable to us for the last Newsbulletin, My nony thans for this as I wes in
e‘ y quite 2 spot then being so newly arrived in the Ilelbourne aree.

My thanks too, to the meny Society members who have given me such
1 wonderful support and encouragencnt over the past twelve nonths, I feel sure the
‘ Society will continue to move ahead in the coming year, consolidating its
| position and increasing nembership.

Vith best wishes
Sandty ML
mw/\ / A~

Acting Prosident
The McThec Clan of lustrolic

te:

17.J .McPhece 15 Nathan St Rockhanpton Q 4700
A.J JcPhee 61 Bindy St Forrest Hill v 131
R.B.Macfie 5 Scott Place St Ives NSW 2075
Mrs R.B.lacfie 5 Scott Place St Ives TSW 2075
G. McPhie 'Popong’ Talgety NSW 2630
Miss J.C.Poole 16/262 New South Head RA Double Bay NSW 2028
I.,lcPhee 4 Bath Plece Spence «CT 2515
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